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Abstract

This study aims to measure the effectiveness of using comic strips as learning
media for seventh-grade students in Simple Present Tense at SMPN 2 Sewon. The
problem in this study was the students' understanding of grammar, especially in
simple present tense, was low. This research is Quantitative, with a quasi-
experimental pre-test and post-test as the research design. The comic strips used
in this study were made by the researcher herself. The sample of this study was
seventh-grade students, The total amount was 64 students, who were divided into
two classes, namely experiment and control. The experiment class was given
treatment in the form of comic strips as teaching media after the pre-test, while
the control class was not. The results showed sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 < 0.05 and
Teount (-8.633) < Tiupie (-2.039). Based on the result, it can be concluded that
there is a significant difference between the learning outcomes in the pre-test and
post-test in the experimental class. Comic Strips proved to be effective to be used
as teaching media to help students' learning process in English grammar,
especially simple present tense.

Keywords: comic strips, learning grammar, simple present tense, teaching media

Introduction

English, as a global language, is spoken by a quarter of the world's human
population (Harmer, 2010). English is a universal language that is implicated in
all kinds of sectors, such as business, politics, technology, education,
entertainment, sports, and more. Learning a language involves the development
of four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Speaking and writing are
productive skills. Listening and reading are receptive skills. One of the elements
of language is grammar. The four language skills, such as listening, speaking,
reading, and writing, have a close relationship with grammar. Grammar is closely
related to terms that evoke slightly negative images, such as rules, exercises, and
exams (Sekelj & Rigo, 2011). Then, efficient and successful language learning
will only occur with good grammar knowledge (Sekelj & Rigo, 2011). Learners
use grammatical rules to construct sentences and express themselves accurately,
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so grammar plays an important role in second language acquisition (Mart, 2013 in
Cabrera et al., 2018).

In the junior high school of Merdeka curriculum, students are included in
phase D. The learning outcomes consist of some elements such as Listening-
Speaking, Reading-Viewing, and Writing-Presenting. In the seventh grade, in the
early semester, students have several learning materials, namely greeting,
introducing themselves and others, describing hobbies, and daily activities.

Based on the researcher's observation, most of the seventh-grade students
still do not understand how to structure sentences in English, even the most basic
ones. Less interesting grammar learning for students is possible because there is
no varied learning media in learning activities in the classroom. Every student in
seventh grade is not exposed to English, and not all elementary school students
get English materials. In many cases, teachers do not provide any teaching media
and only teach based on school textbooks (Utomo & Ahsanah, 2020). This makes
students bored, their interest in learning English decreases, and they feel
discouraged when English lessons come around. According to Krashen (1982) in
Celce and Murcia (2001, p.262), if the input is comprehensible and sufficient in
number, the necessary grammar will be unconsciously acquired, just as young
children learn grammar from their mother tongue.

The researcher used comic strips as teaching media in the class. This
decision is supported by several theories stated by several figures. Grammar can
be taught excitingly by using comic tools in the classroom (Mitra & Keziah, 2019).
Comic strips as a media that concatenates text (words) and visuals (images) in
constructing specific meanings (Jacobs, 2013 in Utomo & Ahsanah, 2020). The
narrative structure of comics can make the content more accessible to understand
because it has a structure that is similar to everyday life situations (Ozdemir &
Eryilmaz, 2019). Cimermanovd (2015) says that comic strips can improve
vocabulary, expression, grammar, and composition knowledge in language
learning. Comic strips can be used to introduce and practice new grammar points
(Wijaya et al., 2021). According to Saefudin et al. (2023), Sin Po Magazine is a
comic strip that first appeared and became the oldest in Indonesia in 1947. On the
other hand, Lessons will be more easily understood by students in teaching and
learning activities with the use of picture stories (Saputra, 2020). According to
Ozdemir and Eryilmaz (2019), comic strips are an effective teaching method
because they make learning  context-based and, consequently,
meaningful. Therefore, comic strip media is in line with the learning objectives
stated in the ATP and also in line with the objectives of the independent
curriculum to improve learners' numeracy and literacy competencies.

Comics are a unique and powerful medium in the classroom and strongly
interpret the definition of visual literacy (Mcvicker, 2018). This research has the
purpose of knowing the effectiveness of comic strips as teaching media in
learning Simple Present Tense for seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon.

Visual Literacy

In 1969, the term visual literacy was first used by John Debes, an American
who organized the first conference on the subject. He stated that visual literacy is
important in all fields of study, especially in linguistics, psychology, arts, and
media education (Arbuckle, 2004). He conveys that visual literacy is a visual
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competence by integrating sensory experience. The development of these
competencies is very important. They enable a visually literate person to
distinguish and interpret visual actions, objects, and symbols, natural and man-
made that he encounters in the environment. Creatively, he can understand and
enjoy the masterpiece of visual communication (Arbuckle, 2004).

Visual literacy is education about understanding the role and function of
images in representation and communication, especially in the media. The image
creates a sense of "reality,” "truth,” and "proof" of the object being represented.
Visual literacy encourages an understanding of how visual forms construct
meaning (Newfield, 2011). Visual Literacy refers to a “group of vision-
competencies a human being can develop by seeing and at the same time having
and integrating other sensory experiences. Comics are a unique and powerful
medium in the classroom and strongly interpret the definition of visual literacy
(Mcvicker, 2018). Visual literacy is education about understanding the role and
function of images in representation and communication, especially in the media.

Teaching media

Teaching media can be used as learning media as a tool or supplement that
teachers use while connecting with pupils. The tool is known as instructional
media, and the delivery system is known as communication. Learning media
assists students in constructing knowledge in a variety of institutions that provide
global education (Permatasari & Aryani, 2023).

There are various advantages of employing media in the educational process.
First, the directive was clarified such that it would not be verbalized. Second, keep
in mind the constraints of space, time, and senses. Third, adopting suitable and
varied media can make pupils less passive. Last but not least, the teacher will be
able to provide equal motivation, experience, and perception (Sari & Putri, 2018).

Comic strips

Comic strips combine words and images to represent a story. According to
Saefudin et al. (2023), Sin Po Magazine is a comic strip that first appeared and
became the oldest in Indonesia in 1947.

The use of this comic makes the process of learning English for students
more fun and interesting (Wijaya et al., 2021). Comic strips can be used to
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introduce and practice new grammar points (Wijaya et al., 2021). Teachers can
choose comic strips with a grammar that is familiar to students. Therefore,
students can read comic strips and understand the use of grammar in context. So
that students can practice different tenses. Comic strips can be cozy media for
learning grammar because the verbs used are illustrated in pictures as visual
shapes, which makes it easier for students to understand the meaning. Therefore,
the students could recognize the structures or grammar of a language through the
dialogues presented in the comic strips (Wijaya et al., 2021).

Comics are a unique combination of event explanation and drawing art.
Comic strips can be used to generate mental images of sentence structures, which
can aid L2 students in visualizing the links between sentence elements and
understanding the roles of the pieces about the whole (Koleini & Hashemian,
2021)

Grammar

According to Richards and Schmidt in Effendi et al. (2017), Grammar is a
view of the structure of a language and how language units, such as words and
phrases, are shaped into sentences. Traditional grammar is how sentence
structures are used in school, based on classical grammar. In further, Grammar is
one of the most crucial aspects of language. Grammar is crucial because it is the
portion of language that allows us to discourse about language. Grammar
describes the various sorts of words and word combinations that comprise
sentences in any language (Rakhmawati, 2018). Learning English grammar is
essential since understanding the usage of grammar allows one to properly
construct sentence patterns, making it simpler to communicate and comprehend
one another (Octaviani et al., 2022)

Simple present tense

The simple present tense is one of the structures in grammar that was
learned by junior high school students in their first level. This is usually to express
in daily life for simple communication. In writing and speaking English, this
structure is generally used to communicate in daily communication (Solihat &
Syahrizal, 2020). To describe an event, action, and situation that occurs all the
time can be called a Simple Present Tense (Aki & Rorintulus, 2023).

Method
Setting and participants

This research was carried out in one month which was in September 2023 at
SMPN 2 Sewon. Participants came from seventh grade C and seventh grade F and
were selected through the probability sampling technique with random sampling.
In each class, 32 students of the experimental class and 32 students of the control
class were invited as samples.

Research design

Quantitative research problems need to explain how one variable affects
another variable (Creswell, 2012). To find out the effect of a particular treatment
or treatment on something, the experimental method is suitable if applied by
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researchers to their research (Sugiyono, 2013). The researcher conducted a Quasi-
Experimental research design with Pre- and Post-test Design.

The techniques for collecting the data are observation and testing. The
researcher conducts classroom observation to summarize potential issues that may
arise and observe how teachers and students engage in teaching and learning
activities. After that, the researcher distributed pre-test instruments to the students
in each class. Then, researchers will continue with conventional learning activities
in the control class and learning activities using Comic Strips as teaching media in
the experiment class. After three learning meetings, then performed a post-test on
both groups to determine the assessed difference between the two groups
(Creswell, 2012).

Research instrument
The main component of the research was data. The research instrument will
be used to conduct measurements to generate accurate quantitative data
(Sugiyono, 2013). The required data for this research will be gathered through a
test.
Table 1. Guidelines for pre-test and post-test speaking skills

Learning Outcomes Learning Objectives  Assessment Indicator  Item
of Grammar
Phase D a. Learners read the Learners can 4
Comic Strips categorize verbs and
Reading Elements - provided and subjects of verbal
Viewing analyze the sentences used in
Simple  Present positive sentences.
Learners read and respond Tense  sentence Learners can 3
to familiar and unfamiliar structure. categorize verbs and
texts containing learned D, Learners complete Subjects used in
structures and familiar the missing hegative sentences.
vocabulary sentences in the Learners can 3
independently. They conversation in categorize verbs and
locate and evaluate the the Comic Strips.  subjects of verbal
main idea and specific sentences used in
information in different interrogative
types of text. These texts sentences.
can be print or digital, Learners can 4
including visual, categorize to be and
multimodal, or interactive the subject of nominal
texts. They identify the sentences used in
purpose of the text and positive sentences.
begin to make inferences Learners can 3
to understand the implied categorize to be and
information in a text. the subject of nominal
sentences used in
negative sentences.
Learners can 2

categorize to be and
the subject of nominal
sentences used in
interrogative
sentences.
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Learners can 4
categorize adjectives,
nouns, and adverbs in
nominal sentences.
Learners can combine 4
words of greeting or
greetings according to
the context of the
sentence.
Learners can mention 3
someone's hobby or
favorite according to
the Simple Present
Tense sentence
structure.

Total 30

In the Merdeka Curriculum, the determination of score intervals uses the
following procedure:

1. Discuss with peers, in the same phase.

2. Requesting consideration from the school principal to ensure the provision of
an interval scale, whether it is by the situation and conditions of the education
unit.

3. Considering the competence and interests of the students.

Table 2. Interval score

Interval Score Description Follow-up
0-59 Not Yet Achieved Remedial teaching
60 - 69 Partially Achieved Remedial teaching on material
that has not been understood.
70-85 Completed -
86 - 100 Full Completion Enrichment learning is provided.

The way of marking is as follows:

. _GAINEDSCORE
At SCore =" X SCORE

30 100 =100
= 30 X =

Validity and reliability of the instrument
Validity

Construct validity is a test that is a representation of the subject matter from
which conclusions will be drawn, and students are required to take the test to
demonstrate the behavior to be measured (Brown & Lee, 2015, p.498). In this
research, construct validity was done using the SPSS 25 version.
Decision criteria:
If Thitung > Ttable, it means valid
If Thitung < Ttabie, it means invalid
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Content validity can be tested by asking for opinions from judgment experts
(Sugiyono, 2013). Research instruments were consulted with an expert lecturer as
the expert judgment. The items were prepared by the researcher i.e., 30 items
consisting of multiple choices which were given to 32 students, and the items
were considered valid.

Reliability
Reliability is the consistency and stability of data findings. So if there are
other researchers repeating research on the same object and method, it will
produce the same data (Sugiyono, 2013).
Researchers used internal reliability with Cronbach's Alpha formula.
Table 7 Instrument Reliability Correlation Coefficient Criteria
Decision criteria:
If r1 > Tiapie, it means reliable
If r11 < Tiapie it means unreliable

Data analysis technique

T-tests as statistical data analysis techniques are used in quantitative research.
This was done to answer the formulation of the problem and test the hypothesis
that has been proposed (Sugiyono, 2013). SPSS Version 25 was used in this study
to calculate research data.

Assumption test

a. In inferential statistics, if you want to test a parametric hypothesis, the
data collected must be normally distributed. This is an absolute
requirement for t-test testing. The normality test that was used in this
research is the One-Sample Kolmogorov- Smirnov Test.

b. Homogeneity refers to the assumption that the variability of the groups
being compared in a statistical analysis is not significantly different from
each other, which means they are equal. The homogeneity test was
Levene’s Test for Equality of Variances.

Statistical hypothesis test "T-test"
The t-test is part of parametric statistics. The t-test is conducted to determine
whether there is a difference in the average score between two samples
(between the control class and the experiment class). The processed data is
normally distributed and has an interval scale. This hypothesis was tested
using the t-test formula. Two types of t-tests are as follows:

a. Paired sample t-test
A Paired sample t-test was used to answer the problem formulation. In
this study, the average value of two groups of data was analyzed using the
t-test. The sample t-test was conducted based on a one-group pretest-
posttest design.
“Is comic strips effective as teaching media in the simple present tense for
seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon?
According to, the t-test formula for paired samples is:
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Hipotesis:

H, = There is no significant effect of comic strips as teaching media on

seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon (rejected).

H, = There is a significant effect of comic strips as teaching media on

seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon (accepted).

Decision criteria:

1) If Sig. (2-tailed) > 0,05 then there is no significant difference
between learning outcomes in the pre-test and post-test.

2) If Sig. (2-tailed) < 0,05 then there is a significant difference between
the learning outcomes in the pre-test and post-test.

b. Independent sample t-test
An Independent sample t-test will be conducted to see if there is a
difference in student scores after being treated using Comic Strips as a
teaching medium and not being treated using this learning medium.
However, normally distributed and homogeneous data is an absolute
requirement before this test is conducted.
According to, the t-test formula for independent samples is:

L X, - X,
Sz s2
n

Hypothesis:

Hy, = There is no difference in students’ scores after treatment using

comic strips and not treatment using this learning media on seventh-

grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon.

H, = There is a difference in students’ scores after treatment using comic

strips and not treatment using this learning media on seventh-grade

students at SMPN 2 Sewon.

Decision criteria:

1) H, = If Sig. (2-tailed) > 0,05 or T.ount < Ttanie,» Ho Was accepted,
and H, was rejected.
It means that there was no difference in students’ scores after
treatment using Comics Strips and not treatment using this learning
media on seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon.

2) H, =If Sig. (2-tailed) < 0,05 or T;pynt > Ttanie,» Ho Was rejected, and
H, was accepted.
It means that there was a difference in students’ scores after
treatment using Comics Strips and not treatment using this learning
media on seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon.
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Findings and Discussion
Findings
The data of experiment class
Comic Strips as teaching media were used as treatment in the classroom.
The data is presented in Table 3:

Table 3. Students’ scores of experimental class

No Students Pre-Test Post-Test
1. ADP 29 82
2. AYNF 24 72
3. ARAS 62 91
4, ARJ 35 32
5. AN 63 82
6. AK 38 75
7. AEA 69 79
8. AQA 75 84
9. CAF 58 84
10. DMNA 58 81
11. ENS 60 65
12. GYS 45 84
13. GAV 46 65
14. HFW 28 76
15. HMA 46 75
16. IHA 68 93
17. KSK 71 85
18. LR 60 80
19. MKN 43 84
20. MHK 24 57
21. MH 43 49
22. MIPA 70 68
23. MRZR 53 59
24, MK 38 91
25. NF 69 85
26. NAZ 58 68
27. NRA 47 70
28. NMS 61 82
29. REBP 42 66
30. RPD 54 93
31. SA 60 87
32. SBH 67 75

MAX 75 93
MIN 24 32
MEAN 52 75,59375
SD 14,63755664 13,39200381
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Conventional learning was applied by the teacher in teaching simple present-tense
subjects. The data is presented in Table 4.

Table 4. Students’ Scores of Control Class

No Students Pre-Test Post-Test
1. APF 19 76
2. ARP 61 81
3. ASS 39 51
4, ANT 61 73
5. ADC 56 66
6. BDF 34 76
7. BBBP 52 81
8. DHP 70 81
9. DZMA 67 61
10. FPDA 47 75
11. FNA 45 62
12. GAJP 70 67
13. IS 71 64
14. JBWA 44 54
15. KRP 71 81
16. LAF 57 66
17. MAND 40 76
18. MAR 44 52
19. REP 85 91
20. RMS 59 76
21. RYP 67 86
22. SN 58 84
23. SAP 73 82
24. SMF 60 78
25. SAP 55 84
26. SMF 69 72
217. SAS 64 60
28. TILA 71 81
29. TV 58 77
30. ZP 51 58
31 ZAH 48 74
32 ZDKR 62 46

MAX 85 91
MIN 19 46
MEAN 57,125 71,625
SD 13,61391603 11,4264831

10
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Based on the results of the pre-test experiment class, the lowest score was
24, and the highest score was 75, with an average of 52. In the experiment post-
test, there was a lowest score of 32 and a highest score of 93, with an average of
75,6. Based on the results of the control class pre-test, the lowest score was 19,
and the highest score was 85, with an average of 57. In the control class post-test,
there was a lowest score of 46 and a highest score of 91, with an average of 71,6.

Validity and reliability of the instrument
1. Content Validity
In the construct validity test, the test results can be seen in the image below:

Table 5. Content validity pre-test

NOY Pearson Cometation o' N1 Pearson Comwlaton 00 " Pearson Cometason

g8

g (2-taked 000 S 2-ated)

asd” = = = Mt Pearson Comwiaten

Output of validity test, shows question item NO1 is declared valid, because
Teount > Tiaple that is 0.423 > 0.349. It means the test was valid.

Table 6. Content validity pre-test

Output of validity test, shows question item NO1 is declared valid, because
Teount > Teaple that is 0.593 > 0.349. It means the test was valid.

11
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2. Reliability
The formula used for reliability testing is Alpha Cronbach, show the results
below:
Table 7. Pre-test reliability
Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's N of
Alpha Items
.865 30

This research instrument is said to be reliable because r;; > 0.6 that is 0.865 >
0.6.
Table 8. Post-test reliability
Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's N of
Alpha Items
.681 30

This research instrument is said to be reliable because r;; > 0.6 that is 0.681
>0.6

Data analysis technique
1. Assumption Test
a. Normally Test
The normality test was carried out using the Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test.

Table 9. Normality of control class
One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test
Pre_Control Post Control

N 32 32
Normal Parameters?P Mean 57.13 71.63
Std. 13.614 11.426

Deviation
Most Extreme Absolute .094 149
Differences Positive .092 077
Negative -.094 -.149
Test Statistic .094 149
Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .200¢4 .068°

The data table above shows the value of Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) pre-test
0.200 and post-test 0.068 can be written as a probability value (p-value)
= 0.200> 0.05 and 0.068> 0.05. The control Class is normally distributed.

Table 10. Normality of experiment class
One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test

Pre  Pro
N 32 32
Normal Parametersa? Mean 52.0 75.
0 59

12
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Std. 14.6 13.

Deviation 38 392

Most Extreme Absolute .159 13
Differences 9
Positive .071 .09

7

Negative - -

159 139

Test Statistic .159 13
9

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .038 A2
C 20

The data table above shows the value of Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) pre-test
0.038 and post-test 0.122 can be written as a probability value (p-value)
= 0.038> 0.05 and 0.122> 0.05. The Experiment Class is normally
distributed.

b. Homogeneity Test
In the independent sample t-test, SPSS will automatically test
assumptions with Levene's test for equal variances.

2. Statistical Hypothesis Test “T-Test”
a. Paired Sample T-Test
Table 11. Paired sample t-test

Paired Samples Test
Paired Differences
95% Confidence Interval ofthe

Stel. Error Differance

Mean Std. Deviation Mean Lower Upper t df Sig. (2-tailed)

Pair 1 PreTest_Contral - -14.500 14539 2641 -15.886 -9.114 -5.491 31 ooo
PosiTest_Control

Pair2  PreTest_Experiment- -23.594 15.460 2733 -29.168 -18.020 -8.633 31 0o0
PostTest_Experiment

Interpretation of a Paired Sample T-Test :

1) Based on pair 1, it shows sig (2-tailed) 0.000 < 0.05 and T,yyns (-
5.491) < Tigpie (-2.039), so H, is rejected. It can be interpreted that
there is a significant difference between the learning outcomes in the
pre-test and post-test of conventional learning in the control class.

2) Based on pair 2, it shows sig (2-tailed) 0.000 < 0.05 and Tyt (-
8.633) < Tiqpie (-2.039), so H,, is rejected. It can be interpreted that
there is a significant difference between the learning outcomes in the
pre-test and post-test of treatment in the experiment class.

The conclusion from the interpretation of pair 2 is that Ha is
accepted and Ho is rejected. There is a significant effect on pre-test and
post-test in the experimental class. This can be seen from the difference
in the average pre-test and post-test learning outcomes. So comic strips
are effectively used as a learning media for Simple Present Tense in
seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon.

13
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b. Independent Sample T-Test
Table 12. Group Statistics of Independent Sample T-Test Group Statistics

Std. Error
Class N Mean  Std. Deviation Mean
Pre-Test Experimen 32 52.00 14.638 2.588
t
Control 32 57.13 13.614 2.407
Post-Test Experimen 32 75.59 13.392 2.367
t
Control 32 7163 11.426 2.020

The first table, Group Statistics, shows descriptive statistics for both
groups (control and experimental) separately. The mean scores of the two
classes look different, so the researcher will check the t-test in the next
table.

Table 13. Independent sample t-test

Independent Samples Test
Levene's Testfor Equality of
Variances Hestfor Equality of Means
5% Confidence Interval of the
Wean St Ermr Diference
F Sig. t f Sig. (Mailed)  Difference Difference Lower Upper
Hasil_Belajar  Equalvariances 110 142 1.278 62 207 3969 3112 -1.282 10.190
assumed

Equalvariances not 12715 60401 207 3.969 2 -2.259 10.193
assumed

The second table, the Independent Samples Test, provides two
statistical tests. Levene's test in the left column is not a t-test, it only
assesses the assumption that the variances of the two groups are equal
(homogeneity). From the table output above, the significance is 0.742.
Since the significance value is greater than 0.05, it can be concluded that
the data is homogeneous.

Then, the result of the Independent Sample T-Test shows Sig. (2-
tailed) 0.207 > 0.05 or T, pynt(1.275) < Tiap1e(1.998), so H, is accepted
and H, is rejected. This means that at the 95% confidence level, it can be
concluded that there is no significant difference in student learning
outcomes after treatment using comic strips and not treatment using this
learning media on seventh-grade students at SMPN 2 Sewon.

Discussion

To answer the research problem, the data was obtained from students in
seventh grade C and F of SMPN 2 Sewon. The researcher focused on students'
grammar scores which were then subdivided into Simple Present Tense sentence
structure knowledge. Data from the pre-test and post-test results in the form of
student scores showed that the average post-test score of the experimental class
was higher than the average pre-test score. The mean score of the experimental
class pre-test was 52.00, while the mean score of the post-test was 75.59. While in
the control class, the post-test score was higher than the mean score of the pre-
test. The mean value of the pre-test was 57.13 while the mean value of the post-
test was 71.63.

14
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Moreover, it is proven again by the hypothesis testing using paired sample t-
test. It shows sig (2-tailed) 0.000 < 0.05 and T,yynt (-8.633) < Tiapie (-2.039), so
H, is rejected. So, it means that there is a significant score difference in grammar
comprehension between the experimental class students (who were taught by
using comic strips) and the control class (who were taught by conventional
methods). In other words, comic strip as a learning media is effective. This
finding is in line with Wijaya et al. (2021) wrote that comic strips are an effective
teaching method because they make learning context-based and, consequently,
meaningful.

There are several reasons why the use of comic strip media has a positive
effect on students' grammar skills in simple present tense. First, comics have a
strong visual appeal, so they can attract students' attention, supported by pictures
and illustrations that help students understand complex topics more easily.
Second, comics have a chronology similar to everyday situations. So when EFL
students learn by looking at the pictures, reading them chronologically, and
understanding the message, it will improve their reading process as critical
thinkers. Third, comic strips are a convenient medium for learning grammar
because the verbs used are illustrated in visual form in the form of pictures,
making it easier for students to understand their meaning. Therefore, students can
recognize the structure or grammar of a language through the dialogues presented
in the comic strip.

Although the experimental research showed a successful result, the
researcher realizes that this study still has many limitations. First, in the aspect of
hypothesis, which is only limited to revealing the effectiveness of comic strips as
teaching media. Second, the type of tenses used in the comic strips made by the
researcher only focuses on the simple present tense. Future researchers could use
other types of tenses so that the stories studied are more complex. Third, the
research sample was applied as teaching media for teachers in seventh grade. It is
possible to get different results if applied in other classes.

Conclusion

Based on the results of research data analysis and calculations that have
been carried out using SPSS version 25, it can be concluded that students
achieved better results in grammar knowledge after being taught using comic
strips as teaching media in the first semester. It proved that the use of comic strips
is effective for teaching simple present tense, and the analysis shows that there is
a significant effect of using comic strips as teaching media on seventh-grade
students at SMPN 2 Sewon in terms of structure sentences of simple present tense.

In connection with the above conclusions, the researcher provides some
suggestions that are expected to be beneficial for students, English lecturers, and
other researchers. Students, researcher recommends that the students focus on
learning, and improve their knowledge and experience in reading. You can also
look for other comics to find out which comic strips are grammatically
appropriate. The teacher is expected to emphasize sentence structure in learning
grammar and find out the meaning of each word to increase vocabulary insight. It
is hoped that comic strips can be used as an alternative teaching medium.
Ultimately, for further researchers who want to examine similar issues, it is
advisable to conduct research by paying attention to other variables to get more
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in-depth results. The researcher hopes that the results of this study can be used as
study material for further researchers.
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